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Roy Firestone, former ESPNsports personality, performs his multimedia program at Packard
Music Hall in Warren on Thursday. The former broadcaster combines music, sports and local
flavor in his performance. Behind him is an image of Valley boxer Ray"Boom Boom" Mancini.
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you to do it," Firestone
said.

Over his sports career,
he's interviewed legends
such as Wilt Chamberlain,
MuhammadAli and Barry
Bonds.

He's performed with art-
ists like Jon Bon Iovi and
Josh Groban. But his most
memorable show was with
Frank Sinatra at Bally's to-
ward the end of Sinatra's
career. Firestone opened
with a IS-minute set.

He appeared in shows
Iike- "Everybody Loves
Ravmond," was inan icon-
ic scene in "JerrvMcGuire"
and has won seven Emmys
over his career.

Firestone performs
roughly 50 times a year
and specializes each show
for the city or region. He
writes a poem for every
city, referencing land-
marks and celebrities.

The poem is turned into
a song and Firestone takes
photos of the local attrac-
tions to runas a slideshow
on the background of the
stage.

His show in Warren fea-
tured references to the
Sunrise Inn, former world
champion boxer Ray
"Boom Boom" Mancini
- a Youngstown native
- and a statue of former
Cleveland Browns wide re-
ceiver Paul Warfield, who
grew up in Warren.

He said he wants to re-
gionalize each show so the
audience knows he's "will-
ing to go an extra mile."

Firestone mixes a blend
of impressions, standup,
songs and stories which
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Roy Firestone brings
his show to the Valley

By DAN HINER
dhinertvuindy.com

WARREN
Roy Firestone was a

staple at ESPN during
the 1980s. And while the
sports interviewer and
broadcaster's life has re-
volved around sports, an-
other passion has been
performing.

Firestone brought his
one-man show to the
Packard Performing Arts
Center on Thursday.

"Even when Iwas sports-
casting, when I was inter-
viewing, I was doing this,"
Firestone said, "I go back
30 years with this show,
27 years. So this isn't. 'Oh,
now that I'm not at ESPN,
I'll try something new.'

"I started doing standup
as a kid. I don't really think
of myself as standup. It's
a multimedia show about
sports and also other
things."

Firestone began his
sports career in 1975, and
was performing shows at
the same time. He con-
ducted interviews on ES-
PN's "Up Close."

He credits Jerry Lewis
for pushing him into per-
forming. Firestone said
Lewis appeared on his
show to talk about his love
of sports, and afterward
Lewis approached him
and supported his per-
forming.

"[Lewis] goes, 'Roy,don't
let anybody tell you, you
can't do something. Don't
ever get on that stage with
any regret or accomodate
anybody who doesn't want

revolve around sports.
He made the decision

to incorporate sports be-
cause "sports is a bonding
experience" and it tran-
scends politics and other
dividing forces.

Firestone said he's dis-
appointed in the "debate"
trend in sports media. He
said every 24-hour sports
channel revolves around
the same structure - two
men argue back and forth
while a woman sits and
doesn't say much. He said
one show on each network
is fine, but he doesn't need
a list of shows that cover
the same topics.

Firestone said his sports
interviews were different
from the current ESPN
and Fox Sports formats. He
said his set was "a friend-
ly place for people to tell
about their life."

Firestone is working
with former Los Angeles
Lakers star Kareem Abdul-
Iabbar on an upcoming
performance.

Firestone said he
wouldn't rule out a return
to television to conduct in-
terviews, but he isn't too
concerned about a return
at the moment.

"I may get back to inter-
viewing, too," he said. "I
may not, especially some-
body my age because once
you hit a certain age they
don't want ya anymore on
TV - which is fine. I got
20 years of it, it's not like I
didn't get a shot."



Roy Firestone endorsements:	
 	
From the moment Roy Firestone stepped on stage , he captured our 
audience and by evening’s end, he had almost two thousand new 
fans!  He is multi-talented, energetic, and works tirelessly to 
customize his show to each location he is performing and to make 
your night a special one!  He is a presenter’s dream to work with and 
will be a highlight to your roster.  We will invite him for a return 
performance.	
 	
Ellie Monchak, Artist Selection	
Warren Civic Music Association	
W.D. Packard Music Hall, Warren, OH	
 	
 	
 	
Roy Firestone is a very special person who is terrific as an entertainer 
and a person who becomes your friend immediately. Roy is a tireless 
consummate professional who does not miss any detail. You know he 
loves doing his job.	
Roy personally traveled around our city  to customize his show. He 
will knock your socks off with his outstanding talent. He surpassed 
everyone’s expectations. Our ladies in the audience fell in love with 
Roy. He has been one of our most exciting shows. Roy is a humble 
man with a rich background of experience. I would recommend him 
to any performing arts center in the country. I guarantee your 
audience will enjoy his show. We have six shows a year of excellent 
performances. Roy rates at the highest level. All that Roy requires is 
an audience!	
 	
John J. Marshall	
Philadelphia, Pa.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	

	
	
	



	
	



	




